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WMAF GATHERINGS 

Twenty-four former Wesleyan missionaries gath
ered in Central, South Carolina, on November 9, 
2002, for a special day of fellowship and reminiscing. 
Dr. Norman G. Wilson, director and speaker on The 
Wesleyan Hour, brought a devotional, and Jim Ver-
milya (pastor to missionaries) represented Global 
Partners/Wesleyan World Missions. The afternoon 
session was filled with stories of thanksgiving, an
swers to prayer, and humorous events from the lives 
of the missionaries. 

A decision was made to meet again in November 
2003, and to make it an annual event. Carol Ramsey 
(South Africa/ Albania) was chosen to be the coordinator, 
with Lois Downey (Brazil), Sonny Andrews (Sierra 
Leone), and Elizabeth Kams (Southern Africa) as com
mittee members to plan the next Gathering. Former 
missionaries living in the southeastern part of the 
United States should watch for an announcement 
later this year of the Central, SC, WMAF Gathering. 

(Reported by- Carol Ramsey) 

As reported in the November 2002 issue of the 
WMAF Link, WMAF Gatherings were also held in 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma, and Marion, Indiana, in Oc
tober and November 2002. Additional Gatherings 
are being planned, watch for further announcements. 

DR. PAINE VISITS SIERRA L E O N E / H A I T I 

Opportunities often arise for former missionaries to 
be involved in short-term ministries, sometimes re-
tuming to the field where they once served. In De
cember 2002, Dr. Chuck Paine (India, Sierra Leone, 
Zambia) returned to Sierra Leone, West Africa, with 
a World Hope International medical team. They 
were the first medical missionary personnel to visit 
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Kamakwie Wesleyan Hospital since missionaries 
were evacuated in January 1995, due to the brutal 
civil war that devastated the country. 

The team found the hospital building in fairly 
good shape, but all the mattresses, bedding, and most 
of the equipment had been carried away. The electric 
generator and water pump were damaged beyond re
pair. The medical team used a small, borrowed gen
erator and candles for light as they saw patients into 
the night. 

Nigerian UN peacekeeping forces occupy the mis
sionary residences at Kamakwie. Dr. Paine says it 
felt a bit strange to see machine gun placements, mini 
tanks, rolls of barbed wire, tents, and checkpoints all 
over the place. 

In five days the team saw 3,191 patients. Dr. Paine 
writes, "We praise the Lord that rapport both within 
the team and between the team and national workers 
was excellent, in spite of long hours, little sleep, poor 
roads, hot/humid climate, and unfamiliar food and 
surroundings. It was a positive experience for every
one. . .We feel the trip was of value in letting the [na
tional church] know we are still with them in minis
tering to the people of Sierra Leone." 

(Reported by Dr. Chuck Paine) 
* Dr. and Mrs. Paine presently are in Haiti at the 
LaGonave Hospital filling in for Dr. Kris Thede. 

ALUMNI D I R E C T O R Y 
The WMAF Directory contains the names and ad

dresses of more than 400 former Wesleyan mission
ary alumni units. The Directory is available upon 
request to the editor for $2.00 to cover printing and 
mailing. 

The Directory will be sent free to those who can 
receive an e-mail attachment in Microsoft Excel. 
Any WMAF members who do not want their names 



and addresses included in the directory must notify 
the editor so their names can be deleted. 

Can you help us locate "lost" former Wesleyan 
missionaries? We do not have current mailing ad
dresses for the following: 

Douglas Barnes (Puerto Rico) 
Dr. Larry & Deanne Bogart (Sierra Leone) 
Harold & Marybelle Chapman (Sierra Leone) 
Lola Mae Coates (Guyana) 
Thomas & LaShawn Davidson (Sierra Leone) 
Mark & Pamela Derr (Haiti) 
Margaret Hughes (Guyana) 
Richard & Ruth Miller (Zambia) 
Tilman & Mary Smith (Puerto Rico) 
Willard & Joanne Steiner (Haiti) 

I f you have addresses for any of the above, please 
send them to the editor: M. J . Vreugdenhil, 1418 S E 
Arbor Dr., Bartlesville, O K 74006, or mjvreugden-
hil@bartnet.net. 

MISSIONARY V E T E R A N S 
Some among us were missionaries for many years. 

Let the editor know how many years you served, 
along with the dates of service, and you will be men
tioned in the L I N K . 

• J im & Carol Ramsey, South Africa/Albania, 1964-
2001. 38 years. Retired and now pastoring in Central, 
S C . 

• Rebecca Bibbee, India, 1950-93, 43years. _Ret'red. 

MISSIONARY STORIES 
Outstanding conversions, amazing answers to 

prayer, humorous incidents, terrifying experiences. 
Undoubtedly we all have missionary stories to tell. 
Write out your story and share it with the rest of us in 
the LINK. For example: 

It was our first term in Sierra Leone, and I was 
principal of Kamakwie Wesleyan Secondary School. 
One day on the path from the school to our house a 
stranger approached me and asked i f I would ex
change some American dollars he had for local cur
rency, the leone. On occasion we helped people out 
who had received dollars, as long as it was small 
amounts. So, I asked the fellow how many dollars he 
had. He proceeded to pull a large handful of rolled 
up bills from his pocket, —all Monopoly money! I 
don't know how he had acquired this play money, but 
it was evident he thought he had come into great 
riches. How crestfallen he was when I explained to 
him that he did not have real dollars. (Marion Vreugdenhil) 

What is your story? Send it to the editor, and we 
will look forward to reading it in the next LINK. 

G L O B A L PARTNERS LINK 

PARTNER POINTS 
Dr. Don Bray, General Director, Global Partners 

Global PartnersAVesleyan World Missions recently 
announced end-of-the-year budget cuts in response to 
decreased revenues. We are facing what other agen
cies are facing, and we are trusting God to give us 
wisdom to continue to fulfill the vision that is ours. 

I have had many nearly sleepless nights praying 
and facing our reality. I have shared these issues 
with the General Board of our denomination. They 
were very supportive and committed themselves to 
helping us find solutions. 

Global Partners has exhausted its reserves and must 
take action to stay in the black. We are doing every
thing we can to take the cuts out of the Indianapolis 
office so that our ministry overseas can continue. 
This includes canceling the summer issue of the 
Wesleyan World magazine, cutting two contract 
workers, not replacing one office assistant, canceling 
this year's missionary retreat, and cutting other op
erational expenses. 

Our greatest need is for missionary support to be 
fully funded. Support for 50% of Global Partners' 
missionaries is below the required goal, resulting in a 
loss of expected revenue of more than $375,000 to 
date. In spite of this shortfall, all missionary salaries 
and related benefits have been fully met. 

Please pray for us. God has given us a great vision 
and He is helping us to accomplish it. He is our 
provider, and our trust is in Him. I am believing God 
for miracles so that we can end the year in the black 
and move into next year with great excitement. 

A list of missionaries needing support is available 
at http://www.GlobalPartnersNet.net/need or bv call
ing 317-570-5172 (Adapted from CURRENTS and GP News 
Release) 
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INTERACTING 
Dr. Norm Wilson, Dir. of Intem'l Ministries, Global 

Partners 

Each March and September, our area directors 
gather to consider ways that we can promote more 
effective ministry around the world. A reeent area 
directors' consultation provided a number of stimu
lating discussions, which could have far reaching 
implications. 

The five stages of missionary involvement was one 
of these topics. The basic idea is that the mission
ary's role ought to be determined in reference to the 
increasing development and maturity of the national 
church. The first stage is planting, where the mis
sionary focuses on evangelism, ministries of compas
sion, and church planting. As the work moves into 
stage two, the missionary's focus ought to change to 
discipline, through teaching, preaching, and organiz
ing ministries so that the new work can be grounded. 
Leadership development ought to be the emphasis of 
missionary involvement in stage three, through pastor 
and leadership trainine and developing emerging 
leaders. Stage four is the time for transitioning to 
national leadership and the reassignment of expatriate 
staff to other ministries and fields. The fifth stage is 
the sending phase of national church development, 
where missionaries from these works go out to other 
cultures and nations. 

These five stages can provide reference points that 
allow us to evaluate how we are doing on each field. 
Sometimes, we have gotten stuck in one stage far too 
long. In those cases, we need to ask ourselves how 
we can get moving again. In other situations we may 
have moved from one stage to the next too quickly 
before allowing adequate foundations to develop for 
continued growth. Both extremes should prompt us 
to reflect on what the criteria ought to be in each 
situation to guide us in moving from one stage to the 
next. (Adapted from CURRENTS) 

New Appointed Wesleyan Missionaries 
Jason & Kerensa McFrederick, intern missionaries to 
Czech Republic 
Rachel Wilson, intern missionary to Mexico 
Melinda House, intern missionary to Australia 
Chris «& Wendy England, intern missionaries 
Chris & Tiffany Sumpter, intern missionaries 
Joan Wallace, missionary nurse to Zambia 

Jared Holsing, to Albania & Kosovo 
Juline Keilholtz intern missionaryto K a r i s People 
Andrea Swarthout intern missionary to Japan 
Cory & Dr. Kris Thede to Haiti 
Norma Jean Trennephol to Kosovo 

P R A I S E AND P R A Y E R L I N K i 

PRAISE 
Cambodia. Praise the Lord for the many North 

American partners in ministry who have gone to 
Cambodia to teach in the Bible Institute, share in 
church services, help to lay plans for a micro-
business venture, and become involved in a church 
building project. 

• Czech Republic. Praise the Lord for the Mis
sionary Kids Retreat with 22 children attending. 
The children had a wonderful time together, build
ing new friendships and strengthening old ones. 

• Philippines. The Fruit Hills Christian Fellowship 
Wesleyan Church in Palali became an organized 
congregation recently. This three-year old body of 
believers now averages 120. Several other new 
churches have recently been planted in the Philip
pines. 

• Germany. Simon Weidlieh, son of Munich pas
tor Klaus Weidlieh, fell out of a tree and broke two 
vertebrae in his back. Klaus, with his wife Heidrun, 
prayed for their son and anointed him with oil. 
Later, when doctors did an ultra-sound, they could 
find no sign of any breaks! 

From FRE S H C A L L and G L O B A L PRAYER NET 

P R A Y E R R E Q U E S T S 
• Karis People. It appears that this is a critical 
period in the history of this area. Pray for political 
stability. Pray for an outpouring of God's Spirit 
upon persons who are taking up roles of leadership 
in this young church. 
• Croatia. Pray that God would call more volun
teers to go to Croatia to teach English. 

• Mongolia. Urgent prayer is requested for the 
church. Issues have arisen that need to be ad
dressed. Pray for God's wisdom for church lead
ers and a spirit of openness to the will of God. 

• Worldwide. Pray for Christian leaders who 
serve the Lord in places of crisis and political in
stability. Pray for God's protection, increased 
faith and spiritual strength in hardships, and for 
overcoming victory in the face of evil. 

From FRESH C A L L and G L O B A L PRAYER NET 
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• Prayer & Fasting. Global Partners designated 
June 18'*' as a special day of prayer and fasting for 
Wesleyans worldwide. Prayer for missionaries full 
support, national church ministry shares and 
transformed lives & powerful churches was given 
by Wesleyans across the world. 

were in attendance for the Sunday evening service. 
Although the physical church building is far from 
completion, the spiritual church is growing and ma
turing in miraculous ways. The church has long out
grown its wooden building and, in faith, accompanied 
with hard work, the people are constructing a new 
sanctuary. 

I was overjoyed as I witnessed this young congre
gation serving and worshipping the Lord. Knowing 
the depths from which Christ has saved them, and 
seeing the change that God has done and is doing in 
their lives, gives cause to exalt our loving God. 
God's presence was obvious from start to finish, and 
keeping with what seems to be the norm with this 
congregation, the service ended with five individuals 
accepting Christ as their Savior. 

—Doug and Cathy Walbom 

ZAMBIA 
Our vision in coming back to Zambia is to mentor 

and teach students here at the Bible College, and to 
mentor some of our former students who are now out 
in ministry. The other day, while coming back from 
Lusaka, I stopped to visit a pastor. In our conversa
tion, he said that he was hoping I would be able to 
mentor him! I hadn't even mentioned anything to 
him about mentoring; God had already been speaking 
to him about it! I have already had many opportuni
ties to do mentoring. 

Mr. Nkhuwa, one of our third-year students, told 
me the story of how, during the April holiday, he 
went to Chama in the eastern part of Zambia, and 
planted a church. He did a survey of the community, 
and then began going to the market places, to com
pounds and shops, and even held Bible studies. As 
he went, he shared Christ and people were bom 
again! The second time the church met, there were 
22 adults and 15 children. He appointed some people 
to lead the church and came back to the Bible Col
lege. 

Recently, the district superintendent baptized 36 
people in that church. There are 19 couples faithfully 
attending. I believe that the thumbprint of God is 
upon Mr. Nkhuwa's life and that he is one of the men 
God wants me to purposefully mentor. -Fred and Carol 
Cromer 

Alumni news and address changes to the editor: 
M. J. Vreugdenhil 
1418 SE Arbor Dr. 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 
(918)335-8619, E-Mail: mjvreugdenhil@bartnet.net 

Contributions for the operating costs of WMAF: 
Global PartnersAVesleyan World Missions 
P.O. Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 
(317) 570-5160, E-Mail: wwm@wesleyan.org 

The W E S L E Y A N MISSIONARY A L U M N I F E L -
LOWHIP requests voluntary eontributions to help 
cover the cost of publishing and mailing this newslet
ter. 

G L O B A L PARTNERS NEWS L I N 

INDONESIA 
World Hope International had raised funds to dig 

two wells in villages where there was an extreme lack 
of water during the usual 8-month long dry season. 
The well in Fatukopa was a success, but the one in 
Siuf didn't hit water. This was a bitter disappoint
ment to the people. Last year I reported to World 
Hope that the one well had failed. 

However, on this last visit back, I heard a different 
story from Rev. Sabuin, the district superintendent. 
They were planning to fill the well back in so that it 
would not be a danger to the children, but before they 
did, they decided to gather the church congregation 
and district leaders to pray for a miracle. After they 
prayed, the well slowly began to fill up. It has now 
been providing water to the whole village for the past 
8 months. This is during the time that they have not 
had a drop of rain! -Kei th & Patty Norris 

BRAZIL 
Recently the Monte Pascoal church celebrated its 

fourth anniversary. Around 500 people attended the 
three evenings of special services. More than 210 
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