
 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE WESLEYAN CHURCH MINUTES 
 
DATE:    MONDAY, MAY 13, 2019 
 
VENUE:  THE HILTON HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM, Bridgetown, Barbados 
 
 
FIRST SITTING 
 
1. Call to Order 
Dr Wayne Schmidt, Chair of the International Conference, the, General Superintendent of the 
Wesleyan Church of North America called the business session of the International Conference to 
order at the Hilton Hotel, Barbados at 1:45 pm.  The setting of the conference bar and roll call followed. 
 
Welcome and prayer 
In His opening remarks, the Chair, DR Wayne Schmidt welcomed all delegate and also encouraged 
delegates by saying that this meeting is important on Gods perspective. It is an opportunity for us to 
take action in line with our mission. It is also an opportunity to elect those that the Lord will want to 
serve in the board in the next four years. A time that was followed by prayer. 
 
2. Recognition of Honorary of Delegates:  
The Chair then welcomed Former leaders and all the delegates. He the introduced Dr Don Bray 
(Retired Director of Global Partners, Dr HC Wilson (Former Director of Global Partners and General 
Superintendent, Dr Jo Anne Lyon (Former North America General Superintendent and Wesleyan 
Church Ambassador) to be nominated as delegates to the International Conference with both the 
voice and vote. A motion was made, seconded and Carried. 
 
BUSINESS SESSION 
 
The Chair brought the conference to the attention of the agenda, it was read and it was adopted for 
the business session of May 13, 2019. 
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MEMORIALS RELATED TO THE INTERNATIONAL CHARTER 
 
MEMORIAL 1:  Shorten and remove the redundancy of 6505. 
Current reading: 
 
6505.   Article 2.  Purpose.   The International Conference shall give spiritual and ecclesiastical 
oversight to The Wesleyan Church worldwide by: 
 (1) Providing a forum for the development of a global vision, strategy, and coordination of 
Wesleyan ministries around the world. 
 (2) Speaking to the global issues affecting the International Church, including evangelism, 
education and compassion ministries. 
 (3) Maintaining compliance to The Essentials of The Wesleyan Church. 
 (4) Providing time for celebration, worship, and world recognition of the advancement and 
challenges of the International Church. 
 (5) Granting approval for an Established National/Regional Conference to move to full General 
Conference status. 
 (6) Granting approval for mission units or National/Regional Church Conferences to advance to 
Established National/Regional Conference status. 
 
Proposed Change: Strike items 1-6 and replace with: 
 
6505.   Article 2.  Purpose.   The International Conference shall give spiritual and ecclesiastical 
oversight to The Wesleyan Church worldwide as outlined in 6745. Article 8. Powers and Duties.  
 
Memorial 1 was passed 69 Yes to 1 No. 
 
MEMORIAL 2:  Edit of 6516:5a by replacing the opening statement and more clearly defining mission 
strategy as highlighted below; 
 
Current reading: 
6516:5a— Defined and operational programs of evangelism, church planting, and cross-cultural 
mission outreach demonstrated by: 

a. An operational cross-cultural outreach strategy (if feasible)   
 
Proposed change: 
6516:5a-- Defined and operational programs of evangelism, church planting, and mission outreach 
demonstrated by: 

a. Active missions engagement multiplying disciples across linguistic, cultural, 
national and/or geographic boundaries.   

  
Memorial 2 was passed 74 Yes to 1 No. 
 
MEMORIAL 3: Modification of 6516. 1b and 1c. Criteria for Advancement to Established 
National/Regional Conference Status by addressing the issues of: 

• Building consistent ratios between Established National/Regional Conferences and 
General Conferences 

• The setting of motivating numbers in keeping with healthy advancement of status 
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Current reading: (includes a ratio of 1 church for every 50 Members): 
6516. Criteria for Advancement to Established National/Regional 
(b)  A minimum of 40 fully organized or established local churches (not counting preaching points or 

missions)  
(c)  A minimum of 2,000 full members 
 
Proposed change: (moving to a ratio of 1 church for every 40 Members): 
(b)  A minimum of 50 fully organized or established local churches (not counting preaching points or 

missions)  
(c)  A minimum of 2000 full members 
 
Q. In trying to understand the rationale of bringing the number from 50 to 40, were there any ratios 
used that affected the numbers used? 
A. 40 is easily maintained by the churches. It’s an issue of consistency 
Q. Are we saying we support a small membership in our churches? The answer was no, but we have 
always had attainable numbers as the Wesleyan Church.  
  
Q. Are we considering the strength of technology? More and more people are participating in church 
through technology.  
A. The International Church has not identified how people use technology. But we encourage local 
churches to wrestle with the issue. 
 
Q. What happens when a Region loses members through disaster, does that mean the region loses 
its status? 
A. If a Region or National Conference loses its members that does not mean it loses its status right 
away because there are other factors that are put into consideration in becoming a 
National/Regional Conference.  
These figure are just showing a ratio, it is all about having enough churches and enough members. 
It was explained that fully Established Churches sets a mark for a truly Established Regional/National 
Conference 
 
After a long discussion on the ratios and numbers the Memorial 3 passed by two thirds majority 
vote.  
 
Memorial 4: Modification of 6517. 1b and 1c. Criteria for Advancement to General Conference 
Status. 
 
Current reading: 
(b)  A minimum of 200 fully organized or established local churches (not counting preaching points 

or missions)  
(c)  A minimum of 15,000 full members 
 
Proposed change (moving to a ratio of 1 church for every 40 Members): 
(b)  A minimum of 150 fully organized or established local churches (not counting preaching points 

or missions)  
(c)  A minimum of 6000 full members 
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Again there was a lengthy discussion caused by misunderstandings of the information related to 
ratios. Note:  The statements regarding ratios are not a part of the actual memorial.  
 
It was explained that both the number of churches and members will show strength. Other aspects 
need to be considered, such as having weak churches and the impact on results. 
 
A motion was made to change the numbers from 150 to 100 Churches and 6000 members to 7500 
members. The motion was defeated.   
 
Memorial 4 was passed with 66 Yes to 8 No.  
 
MEMORIAL 5: Update and Replacement of 6745.   ARTICLE 8.  POWERS AND DUTIES.  
 
Current reading: 
6745.   Article 8.   Powers and Duties.   With full respect for the authority of the member General 
Conferences and Established National/Regional Conferences, the powers and duties of the 
International Conference shall be:  
 (1) To promote evangelism ministries around the world. 
 (2) To stimulate the deeper spiritual life of Wesleyans worldwide. 
 (3) To promote Wesleyan doctrines as set forth in The Essentials of The Wesleyan Church. 
 (4) To encourage development of each member body in support, government, and propagation. 
 (5) To conduct a study of world trends and opportunities with a view to release position 
statements and securing united Wesleyan action. 
 (6) To further mutual understanding of cultural, economic, political, and linguistic factors 
affecting the progress of the gospel. 
 (7) To receive reports from member conferences and other bodies, to evaluate the same and to 
make recommendations to the appropriate bodies. 
 (8) To receive from member General Conferences proposed amendments to the Essentials and 
direct the process for General Conferences to vote on proposed changes and report the results to 
the member conferences (cf. 6765:1).  Established National/Regional Conferences and mission units 
may only submit recommended amendments to The Essentials through their initiating/supervising 
General Conference, which must also endorse the proposal. 
 (9) To review member bodies to maintain compliance with The Essentials. 
 (10) To approve advancement to General Conference status of an Established National/Regional 
Conference upon authorization of its initiating/supervising General Conference or to revoke by a 
two-thirds vote the status of an Established National/Regional Conference that no longer meets the 
agreed requirements and to refer it back to its initiating/supervising General Conference as a 
mission unit. 
 (11) To approve advancement of a mission unit to an Established National/Regional Conference 
status upon authorization of its initiating/supervising General Conference. 
 (12) To consider the special needs common to member bodies, to study and develop position 
statements on issues of global, moral and social concerns, and make recommendations regarding 
the same to the appropriate bodies through their respective General Conference officers. 
 (13) To receive and to process new applications for membership. 
 (14) To organize area fellowships where geographic situation, mutual interest, and need for 
spiritual counsel and encouragement make it advisable. 
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Proposed update and replacement changes with a focus to:   
• Strengthen Everywhere to Everywhere mission wording 
• Re-order and renumber the list with a focus on mission priorities 
• Combining/merging of similar or overlapping statements 

  
Proposed Update and Replacement: 
6745.   Article 8.   Powers and Duties.   With full respect for the authority of the member General 
Conferences and Established National/Regional Conferences, the powers and duties of the 
International Conference shall be:  

(1) To promote ministries of evangelism, discipleship and church multiplication around 
the world. 

(2) To encourage the expansion of mission works from everywhere to Everywhere to 
unreached nations and peoples. 

(3) To encourage a life of personal and community holiness in Wesleyans worldwide. 
  (4) To encourage the development of regional meetings and connections to expand the 

work of evangelism, discipleship, church multiplication and missions; and to encourage, train and 
develop a multiplying kingdom force among lay and clergy. 

(5)  To charge the International Board to develop a global missions strategy to advance 
and coordinate the mission from everywhere to everywhere; both sending and receiving. 
  (6) To promote Wesleyan doctrines as set forth in The Essentials of The Wesleyan 
Church and if necessary, to review member bodies to maintain compliance with The Essentials. 
  (7) To encourage development of each member body in mission, structure, training and 
leadership development. 
  (8) To approve advancement of a mission unit to an Established National/Regional 
Conference status upon authorization of its initiating/supervising General Conference.  
  (9) To approve advancement to General Conference status of an Established 
National/Regional Conference upon authorization of its initiating/supervising General Conference or 
to revoke by a two-thirds vote the status of an Established National/Regional Conference that no 
longer meets the agreed requirements and to refer it back to its initiating/supervising General 
Conference as a mission unit. 

(10) To receive and to process new applications for membership. 
(11) To receive from member General Conferences proposed amendments to the 

Essentials and direct the process for General Conferences to consider and vote on proposed changes 
and report the results to the member conferences (cf. 6765:1).  Established National/Regional 
Conferences and mission units may only submit recommended amendments to The Essentials 
through their initiating/supervising General Conference, which must also endorse the proposal.  

(12)  To consider global trends and opportunities to create and communicate positive 
position statements on issues of global, moral and social concerns and to promote these statements 
to the international Wesleyan Church for contextualization and communication. 
  
A motion was made to amend Article 8 No. 4 to add compassionate ministries to rthe paragraph.  
This admendment passed.  The new reading is as follows:  

(4) To encourage the development of regional meetings and connections to expand the 
work of evangelism, discipleship, church multiplication, compassionate ministries and missions; and 
to encourage, train and develop a multiplying kingdom force among lay and clergy. 
 
It was noted that to give the theme even more weight, the theme Everywhere to Everywhere  
should be always be capitalized. There was also a need to more clearly define the concept. 
Memorial 5 was passed by more than a two thirds majority. 
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MEMORIAL 6: Enlargement of 6750. Article 9. International Board of The Wesleyan Church  
 
Current Reading:   
(2) Membership.  Membership of the International Board shall be comprised of seven persons, 
consisting of one general superintendent from each General Conference (one of whom shall be 
elected as chair and another as vice-chair of the International Board and the International 
Conference), a treasurer (who shall be the General Director of Global Partners), a secretary, and two 
members-at-large to be elected by the International Conference from among any of its members 
who do not reside in the North American, Philippines, or the Caribbean General Conference. 
 
Proposed changes would:   

• Enlarge the Board to offer representation from Established Conferences and advanced 
mission areas of The Wesleyan Church (proposal would initially make space for three 
Established Conferences and three mission areas). 

• The elimination of two member-at-large board positions in light of the addition new 
representatives.  

• The 2019-2023 Board would be made up of 5 officers and 6 representatives for a total of 11.  
 
Proposed Update: 
 (2) Membership.  Membership of the International Board shall be comprised of one General 
Superintendent from each General Conference (one of whom shall be elected as chair and another 
as vice-chair of the International Board and the International Conference), a treasurer (who shall be 
the Executive Director of Global Partners), a secretary to be elected from among any of its members 
who do not reside in the North American General Conference, and  the highest ranking member of 
each Established National/Regional Conference. In addition, a board member shall be nominated by 
area caucuses and elected by the Conference from each of the developing areas where The 
Wesleyan Church has significant numbers of districts and national churches as determined by the 
International Board of The Wesleyan Church.  
 
An amendment was made and passed to Add one additional Board member from a Pioneering 
Area for input from very unreached areas.  
 
The new statement, as amendmended is as follows: 
(2) Membership.  Membership of the International Board shall be comprised of one General 
Superintendent from each General Conference (one of whom shall be elected as chair and another 
as vice-chair of the International Board and the International Conference), a treasurer (who shall be 
the Executive Director of Global Partners), a secretary to be elected from among any of its members 
who do not reside in the North American General Conference, and the highest ranking member of 
each Established National/Regional Conference. In addition, a board member shall be nominated by 
area caucuses and elected by the Conference from each of the developing areas where The 
Wesleyan Church has significant numbers of districts and national churches as determined by the 
International Board of The Wesleyan Church. One additional board member will be selected from a 
Pioneering Area for input from very unreached areas 
 
Memorial 6, as amended, was passed unanimously.  
 
An act that was followed by caucuses meeting to elect area representatives from developing 
areas. Areas that held the caucuses included: Africa, Asia-Pacific, and Carib- Atlantic. 
 
The Conference was placed in recess for break and area caucuse meetings. 
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SECOND SITTING 
 
Recommended persons to be ratified from area caucuses were as follows: 
Africa Area elected Dr Alfred  Kalembo 
Asia-Pacific elected Ms Seema Justin 
Carib-Atlantic – Name to follow 
Pioneer Representative – Assigned to the IBWC to complete 
 
MEMORIAL 7: Addition of 6761. Article 12. International Executive Board (subsequent 
renumbering of current Articles 12-14 to Articles 13-15)  

Proposed: 
An International Executive Board shall be comprised of the General Superintendents, the treasurer 
and the board secretary. The Executive Board shall carry out the will of the International Board and 
take on special assignments of the full board in planning and preparation for the full board meetings,  
events and conferences. The Executive Board shall meet when duly notified by the General 
Superintendent Chair.  
Memorial 7 was passed with 72 yes and 1 No. 
 
ELECTIONS   
1. Ratification of the International Board members by elected role:  

• Rev. Dr. Joel Cumberbatch, Caribbean General Conference General Superintendent (IBWC 
Chair-elect)  

• Rev. Dr. John Guillermo, Philippine General Conference Bishop  
• Rev. Dr. Wayne Schmidt, North America General Conference General Superintendent   
• Rev. Dr. Dennis Jackson, Global Partners Executive Director (Treasurer)  
The above members were ratified for service. 

  
2. Election of the IBWC Secretary—Incumbent IBWC Secretary, Rev. Thabsile Thwala was 

renominated as Secretary.  There were no additional nominees. 
Rev Thabsile Thwala was re-elected.  

 
3. The ratification of Established Conference leaders:  

• Rev. Dr. Rex Rigby, South Pacific Conference President  
• Rev. Dr. Stephen Elliott, Canada National Conference Superintendent  
• The elected Superintendent of the Ibero-America Established Conference in November 

2019. 
The above members were ratified for service along with the Ibero-America leader to be 
elected in November. 

 
THE IBWC Board to be officialy installed in the Monday, May 13, 2019 evening service. 
 
ESTABLISHED CONFERENCE ADVANCEMENT 

1. MEXICO NATIONAL CONFERNCE: They have postponed their request to move to Established 
National Conference Status 

2. IBERO- AMERICA was recommended for approval by the ICWC as an Established Regional 
Conference status by the General Conference of North America at the General Conference 
of June 2016.  
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The ICWC Delegates celebrated this recommendation and approved it by saying praise the 
Lord. 

  
OTHER 
1. Essentials Update—Changes in the Essentials were ratified by the General Conferences in:   

• North American General Conference, June 2016  
• Philippine General Conference, April 2017  
• Caribbean General Conference, August 2018  
These changes are now are to be entered into the Essentials section of all Disciplines of the 
Wesleyan Church. These changes can be found on the ICWC website.  

  
2. Promotion of ICWC Regional Events  

• Ibero-America—JIBACAM—Mission Conference—5-8 November 2019—Costa Rica  
• Asia-Pacific—Leader Conference—26 February -1 March 2020—Bangkok, Thailand  
• Europe—Discipleship Conferences—2020—To Be Announced  
• Africa—Leadership Conferences—To Be Announced  

 
3. We Speak With One Voice papers.  One voice papers are not essentials but mandatory 
New We Speak With One Voice paper: Ending Gender-Based Violence, we are thankful to Cheryl for 
the work done. To explore and discuss this document further, delegates were encouraged join a 
table at dinner tonight in the dining area. The chair emphasized that, as a church we are against 
Gender-Based Violence and we want it to end. The chair announced that the document will be 
available for contextualisation, but it must not end there, It must be an action. “Let’s end Gender-
Based Violence together!” 
 

Cards were distributed to Delegates as they were encouraged to submit comments, questions 
and affirmations to the author of the paper.  

 
We Speak with One Voice papers related to Refugees, Homosexuality, Global Poverty and Human 
Trafficking may be found on the ICWC website. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER - Dr John Guillermo, Bishop of Philipine General Conference of the Wesleyan 
Church in the Philippines, prayed as the business session came to close. 
  
 Meeting adjourned at 5.00pm by the Chair, Dr Wayne Schmidt. 
 
 
 Respectfully Submitted by 
 
 
Thabsile Thwala 
IBWC Secretary 
 


